
SUMMIT TOWNSHIP 

JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE # 161, AN ORDINACE REGULATING STRUCTURES UNFIT FOR HUMAN 

HABITATION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of Summit, Jackson County, Michigan held on 6/14/2022 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, by the Township Board for the Township of Summit, Jackson County, 

Michigan that ordinance #161, regulating structures unfit for human habitation in the Township is 

adopted. 

CHAPTER 157: STRUCTURES UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION 

SECTION 157.01: PURPOSE & INTENT 

The purpose of this ordinance is to prevent people from living in structures which are unsafe or unfit for 

human habitation. It is also the intent of the Township Board, in adopting this ordinance, to provide law 

enforcement and other Township officials’ immediate authority to vacate structures which pose a risk to 

the health and safety of any person occupying the structure. 

SECTION 157.02: DEFINITIONS: 

(A) “Authorized official” means a subject listed in section 157.03. 

(B)  “Dwelling” means any building which is wholly or partly used, designed, or constructed for the 

purpose of, or intended to be used for human habitation. 

(C) “Dwelling unit” means one (1) or more rooms arranged for the use of one (1) or more individuals 

living together as a single housekeeping unit, with cooking, living, sanitary and sleeping 

facilities. 

(D) “Human habitation” means the use of any room, rooming unit, dwelling unit, building or 

premises for the purpose of living, sleeping, cooking or eating purposes by one (1) or more 

persons. 

(E) “Infestation” means the presence of insects, rodents, vermin or other pests. 

(F) “Person” means an individual, firm, corporation, association or partnership. 

(G) “Recreational facility” means any baseball field, football field, soccer field, basketball court, 

tennis court or any other place designed for recreational sports.  

(H) “Structure” encompasses all types of buildings, including dwellings, but also outbuildings, 

garages, commercial buildings, factories, schools and the like.  

(I) “Temporary structure” means, but is not limited to, tents, fabric covered assemblies and shelters, 

or storage containers that are not fastened to a permanent foundation. 

(J) “Unfit for human habitation” means that structure which is a hazard to the health and welfare of 

the occupants because it lacks maintenance or is in disrepair, lacks essential services (gas, water, 

electric and sewer), is unsanitary, or insect-, vermin-, or rodent-infested. 



SECTION 157.03: AUTHORIZED OFFICIALS: 

(A) The following officials are authorized to declare a structure unfit for human habitation: 

I. The Building Inspector 

II. A sworn peace officer of the Township police force or Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

III. The Township Ordinance Officer 

IV. A Captain or on-duty Acting Captain of the Fire Department 

SECTION 157.04 FACTORS TO DECLARE STRUCTURES UNFIT FOR HUMAN 

HABITATION: 

(A) Examples of property conditions that may result in vacating of a structure include, but are not 

limited to: 

I. Lack of essential electric service; 

II. Lack of essential gas service; 

III. Lack of essential water service; 

IV. Evidence of a lead hazard as demonstrated by a child with an elevated blood level who 

resides in or visits the dwelling as reported by the Jackson County Health Department or 

other health agency; 

V. Evidence of infestation; 

VI. Evidence of a sewage backup; 

VII. Evidence of active methamphetamine components, or other drug related or hazardous 

materials; 

VIII. Evidence the structure has become structurally unsound due to fire, flood, damage from 

weather or a natural disaster; 

IX. Evidence of other living conditions which are unsanitary and unfit for human habitation. 

SECTION 157.05 NOTICE TO VACATE: 

(A) When an authorized official finds any structure unfit for human habitation, he or she shall 

immediately post notice for a twenty-four-hour period in placard form in a conspicuous place on 

the premises to be vacated. 

(B) After posting the notice, the authorized official shall cause notice to vacate to be served on the 

owner or his or her responsible local agent as follows: 

I. By personal service on the owner or the responsible local agent; or 

II. By personal service to the owner, the responsible local agent, or to a person of suitable 

age and discretion at the owner's or responsible local agent's last known address; or 

III. By first class mail addressed to the owner or his or her responsible local agent at his or 

her last known address. 

SECTION 157.06 VACATING OF UNFIT STRUCTURE:  

(A) Any dwelling, dwelling unit or structure which has been declared unfit for human habitation shall 

be vacated within a reasonable time as required by the authorized official who declared a 

violation. 



(B) No person shall occupy such dwelling, dwelling unit or structure until written approval is secured 

from the building inspector. 

(C) A person who does any of the following is guilty of a misdemeanor: 

I. Willfully refuses to vacate a dwelling, dwelling unit or structure ordered vacated under 

this section; 

II. Reoccupies, causes or allows such a dwelling, dwelling unit or structure to be reoccupied 

without satisfying all requirements of a notice or order issued under this section; 

III. Without authority from the authorized official, removes a notice to vacate posted on a 

dwelling, dwelling unit or structure pursuant to this section. 

(D) Until such time that the requirements of section 157.07 below are met, any structure that has been 

deemed unfit for human habitation and posted as required by this section, shall be considered a 

vacant building after the date and time the structure was ordered vacated has passed. A person 

who enters onto the property around a vacant building or into the structure without written 

permission from an authorized official is guilty of a misdemeanor as provided in this section, 

regardless of whether the person has permission from the owner or occupant of the vacated 

structure, or if the person is the owner or occupant of the vacated building. 

SECTION 157.07 REFERAL TO BUILDING INSPECTOR: 

(A) An authorized official, other than the building inspector, who has declared a dwelling, dwelling 

unit or structure unfit for human habitation shall refer the matter to the building inspector. 

(B) The building inspector shall determine if the dwelling, dwelling unit or structure qualifies as a 

Dangerous Building, as defined in Chapter 152. 

(i) If the building inspector determines the building qualifies as a Dangerous Building, 

the appropriate steps shall be taken as outlined in Chapter 152. 

(ii) If the building inspector determines the building does not qualify as a Dangerous 

Building, any notice to vacate shall be removed and the building may be reoccupied. 

(C) The building inspector may authorize the owner, occupant, contractors or other responsible 

parties to enter any vacated structure during daylight hours to make necessary repairs or to take 

action to correct any violations. If the building inspector authorizes any person to enter the 

structure, the building inspector shall notify the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office in writing of the 

persons so authorized to be on the property. Any permission from the building inspector shall not 

allow any persons to be on the property of a vacated structure during nighttime hours or allow the 

reoccupation of the structure until such structure is deemed fit for human habitation. 

SECTION 157.08 ADMINISTRATIVE INSPECTIONS: 

(A) In order that they may perform their duties to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the 

occupants of dwellings and of the general public, authorized officials may make or cause to be 

made such inspections of dwellings or dwelling units as are necessary to enforce the provisions of 

this article. The inspections that are authorized for the purpose of enforcement of the provisions 

of this article shall be made at a reasonable time.  

(B) An inspection shall be conducted in the manner best calculated to secure compliance with this 

article and appropriate to the needs of the community. 



(C) In an emergency situation, authorized officials have the right to enter at any time for purposes of 

this article. An emergency shall exist when an authorized official has reasonable grounds to 

believe that a condition hazardous to health or safety exists on the premises and requires 

immediate attention. 

(D) In a nonemergency situation or where the owner or occupant of any dwelling demands a warrant 

for inspection of the premises, authorized officials may seek to obtain an administrative search 

warrant from a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(E) A person shall not obstruct, hinder or interfere with an administrative inspection permitted under 

this section. 

SECTION 157.09 IMMEDIATE HEALTH AND SAFETY HAZARDS: 

(A) If an authorized official observes conditions on any property around a structure that are hazardous 

to the health or safety of persons on public property or neighboring properties, those conditions 

are hereby declared a public nuisance. Authorized officials may take reasonable steps to abate the 

nuisance immediately, but only as necessary to ensure public health and safety.  

(B) The costs associated with abating any immediate health and safety hazard shall be assessed to the 

owner or occupant of the property where the hazard originated. 

SECTION 157.10 LIVING IN STRUCTURES OTHER THAN DWELLINGS: 

(A) A person shall not utilize a structure, other than a dwelling, dwelling unit, hotel or motel, for 

human habitation unless approved in writing by an official of the Township. 

SECTION 157.11 CAMPING OR LIVING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY: 

(A) A person shall not utilize a temporary structure for human habitation on public property. 

(B) A person shall not set up a tent, camper, recreational vehicle or other temporary living space upon 

public property except in a campground or other areas where it is expressly permitted by law. 

(C) A person shall not sleep in any public structure or utilize any public structure for human 

habitation, except in areas specifically designed for that purpose. 

(D) A person shall not sleep on or in any public bench, dock, playground, dumpster, recreational 

facility, school ground, restroom or park. 

(E) A person shall not sleep in any motor vehicle, trailer or other vehicle upon public property, 

without permission from a Township official, except in a campground or other areas where it is 

expressly permitted by law. 

SECTION 157.12 THEFT OF UTILITY SERVICES: 

(A) It shall be unlawful for a person to bypass, tamper with or interfere with an electric, gas or water 

meter without permission from the utility company operating the meter. 

(B) It shall be unlawful to steal electricity, gas or water services by running or diverting such services 

from another person’s property.  

(C) A person shall not run electric, gas or water services from a property not owned by that person to 

another property that does not have those services actively provided through a meter from a 

utility company. 



(D) A person shall not run an extension cord from one property to another property for purposes of 

providing electricity to a property that does not have active electric services.  

SECTION 157.98 ENFORCEMENT: 

(A) A law enforcement officer with the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office or the Township police force 

may make an arrest for any misdemeanor violation of this ordinance as permitted by law. 

(B) Any authorized official may issue a citation for any misdemeanor or municipal civil infraction 

violation of this ordinance as permitted by law. 

SECTION 157.99 PENALTY: 

(A) A person who violates any provision of section 157.06 is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by 

up to 90 days in jail and/or a $500 fine, plus cost of prosecution. 

(B) A person who violates section 157.08(E) is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by up to 90 days 

in jail and/or a $500 fine, plus cost of prosecution. 

(C) A person who violates section 157.10 is responsible for a municipal civil infraction or guilty of a 

misdemeanor as follows: 

(i) For a first offense, the person is responsible for a municipal civil infraction punishable by 

a $100 fine. 

(ii) For a second or subsequent offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by 

up to 90 days in jail and/or a $500 fine, plus cost of prosecution. 

(D) A person who violates section 157.11 is responsible for a municipal civil infraction or guilty of a 

misdemeanor as follows: 

(i) For a first offense, the person is responsible for a municipal civil infraction punishable by 

a $100 fine. 

(ii) For a second or subsequent offense, or if the person refuses to cease the prohibited 

conduct and depart from the area as directed by an authorized official, the person is guilty 

of a misdemeanor, punishable by up to 90 days in jail and/or a $500 fine, plus cost of 

prosecution. 

(E) A person who violates section 157.12 is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by up to 90 days in 

jail and/or a $500 fine, plus cost of prosecution. Additionally, a person convicted of a violation of 

this section may be ordered to pay restitution to a utility company or any person who incurred 

additional costs from a utility company as a result of the violation. 

 

 

 

 

A copy of the full ordinance is available on the Township website at www.summittwp.com or a copy 

may be picked up at the Township Office at 2121 Ferguson Road, Jackson Mi. 49203. 


